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PAINT STEWARDSHIP 
 
PROBLEM 
Local governments bear the costly burden of collecting and disposing of nearly 3.9 million gallons of 
unused paint in New York State each year. By transferring this responsibility to paint manufacturers 
through the implementation of a statewide paint stewardship program, local governments would save 
approximately $25 million annually.  This would provide relief to property taxpayers, create local 
jobs, and encourage environmentally-sound recycling and disposal of unused paint. 
 

2018 EXECUTIVE BUDGET PROPOSAL 
The Governor does not propose an initiative related to paint stewardship. 
 

2018 LEGISLATIVE BUDGET PROPOSALS 
The Assembly proposed to establish paint stewardship/collection program that is free to consumers. 
Their budget included $1 million to establish the program. 

The Senate advanced a different proposal for creating a statewide paint stewardship program. Their 
proposal would require each paint manufacturer who sells architectural paint in New York to form a 
not-for-profit organization to implement a paint collection program.  It would reduce local 
government costs while increasing resident convenience by creating an industry-managed paint 
collection network that adheres to clear convenience standards for residents across the state. The 
Senate proposal also includes a funding mechanism that will ensure the program generates necessary 
funding while providing protections to all stakeholders.    

COUNTY SOLUTION 
NYSAC supports the Senate proposal, which mirrors the framework laid out in S881 (O’Mara)/A1038 
(Stirpe).  In addition to reducing costs for local taxpayers and enhancing convenience, the statewide 
paint stewardship program that the Senate proposes will create green sector jobs, reduce disposal in 
favor of recycling, and result in less waste, as consumers will become smarter and more efficient 
shoppers for paint. 
Nationally, states that have implemented comparable programs are showing impressive results. 
Oregon has collected and recycled over 1,000,000 gallons of paint since its program was implemented 
in July 2010. California launched its program in the Fall of 2012 with over 350 new collection 
locations accepting paint for recycling. 
 
The measure has drawn the support of a range of environmental advocacy organizations, paint 
industry representatives, and municipal agencies, including the Onondaga County Resource Recovery 
Agency, Madison County Department of Solid Waste & Sanitation, American Coatings Association, 
New York Product Stewardship Council, Citizens Campaign for the Environment, and the National 
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Resources Defense Council. The legislation was also cited as a priority bill by the joint, bipartisan New 
York State Caucus of Environmental Legislators. 
 

FY 2019 ENACTED BUDGET 
The final budget does not contain language to establish a statewide paint stewardship program.  
 

For more information on the county position regarding this issue, visit www.nysac.org  
or call 518-465-1473 to speak to Alex LaMonte, NYSAC Research Analyst. 
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